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workers had prepared and learnt by heart brief resumes
of their research in English or French. Almost every
institute has a good linguist, and he (or she) was in constant
demand to help out colleagues whose knowledge of foreign
languages was insufficient for a technical conversation.
One cannot'exaggerate the enthusiasm of Soviet scientists
at having foreigners among them. There was no sign of the
suspicion so commonly (and wrongly) attributed to Russian
scholars. They spoke openly about unpublished work.
They discussed plans for future research. Some of them
were so anxious to give their results away that they
copied out tables and sketched graphs to present to the
guests.
On the evening of 18 June the Bolshoi Theatre was again
taken over by the Academy—this time for a performance of
Glinka's opera fc Ivan Susanin'. On the 19th there was a
performance, for the delegates, of Tchehov's k Three
Sisters *. On the 20th, again in the Bolshoi Theatre, there
was a performance of the ballet' Giselle *. Delegates were
everywhere most generously entertained and their engage-
ments became double and treble-banked. On the morning
of 20 June, for instance, agriculturists from five countries
visited the Timiryazev Academy. They were welcomed by
the director, Nemchinov, who outlined to them the history
and organisation of the academy. Then they inspected
the department of agrochemistry, guided by the veteran
Academician Prianishnikov. The party had arranged
to go on to another institute in the afternoon. But at
about 3 p.m. they were brought back to the director's room
to find a huge meal awaiting them: chickens, turkeys,
salads, wines, vodka, and the rest; and they had to drink
toasts for a couple of hours. After that they' wrote their
impressions, in a somewhat unsteady hand, in the visitors'
book, and then resumed their inspection of the laboratories.
At the point when their resistance was at its lowest, the
foreign agriculturists were persuaded to cancel the next
<tay*s engagements and to come back to the Timiryazev

